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themselves with coldly demanding to know points
which cannot now be known, or to be satisfied about
difficulties which never will be cleared up, before they
can be asked to take interest in statements which they
consider so unreasonable. And certainly they are
both philosophical and religious in thus acting, grant-
ing that the Lord of all is present with Christians only
in the way of nature, as with His creatures all over
the earth. On the other hand, if we believe that
Christians are under an extraordinary Dispensation,
such as Judaism was, and that the Chux-ch is a super-
natural ordinance, we shall in mere consistency be
-disposed to treat even the report of miraculous occur-
rences with seriousness, from our faith in a Present
Power adequate to their production. Nay, if we only
go so far as to realize what Christianity is, when con-
sidered merely as a creed, and what stupendous over-
powering facts are involved in the doctrine of a Divine
Incarnation, we shall feel that no miracle can be great
after it, nothing strange or marvellous, nothing beyond
expectation*

2.

78. All this applies to the view we shall take of the
nature of the facts which are *.aid before us, as well as
of the character of the evidence. If we disbelieve the
divinity of the Church,, then we shall do our best to
deny that the facts attested are miraculous, even